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of cotton, flex, silk or other staples, some of the finest class
of jute obtainable in India is imported by Dundee. This
superior class of jute which does not amount to more than
10 per cent of the total shipments is almost wholly exported
out of India.14 Nearly 55 to 65 per cent of the exports of
jute to foreign countries consists of Desi (mainly grown in
Burdwan and Presidency divisions and Southern portions of
Rajshahi), Northern and Western Bihar jute and the rest is
made up of East Bengal and Assam fibre.
It can now be stated that although the production of raw
jute remains a close monopoly of India, particularly Bengal,
the industrial use of the fibre has become world-wide. Indian
mills devote themselves to, the manufacture of ordinary jute
cloth and bags to supply the needs of agricultural and pastoral
countries, mostly situated in the southern hemisphere, which
are yet industrially backward, while the Dundee mills manu-
facture special class of articles from superior fibre for use in
the industrial countries of the West. The relationship
between the Dundee and Calcutta sections of the jute industry,
regarding coarse and fine types of goods is exactly the same
as between the Lancashire and Bombay sections of the cotton
industry. The Indian sections of both the industries mainly
prepare coarse goods, while the British sections manufacture
the finer types.
Besides Britain, most of the important countries of Europe
and America possess their own industries which consume the
fibre obtained from Bengal. TABLE XXIX overleaf gives the
estimated total number of looms used for jute manufactures
in the various countries of the world.
After the Great War of 1914-18 the difficulties experienced
by a number of countries, owing to their inability to obtain
the requisite supplies of jute, goods in abnormal times, have
impelled them to find out alternatives and substitutes.
Americans, in particular, have been trying to replace jute by
cotton for their burlap requirements. In 1938 the U.S.
Government materially assisted its manufacture by giving a
subsidy in the form of paying the market price difference
between jute and cotton bale covers; and on account of
surplus stocks of cotton in the States there are indisputable
14 Report on the Marketing and Transport of Jute (1940), p, 243.